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Application for Master of Divinity Degree

Welcome
We are delighted that you are considering applying for admission to the Master of Divinity program offered by Gauden University’s College of Divinity.  

Our Program

The Master of Divinity degree is a full-time three-year academic program combining distance and in-person learning opportunities.  The College offers rolling admissions so you can apply at any time during the year and, once admitted, begin your studies. Our curriculum is organized into 30 Phases, to be completed over three years at a full-time rate of 1 Phase per month (10 per year) with two months vacation between years. The curriculum is in accordance with standards set by the Association of Theological Schools and the Distance Education Training Council and is equivalent to a course load of 16 credits/semester.

Most of your study can be done at home, with three live courses per year, plus one community gathering at the completion of your first year’s studies. The in-person courses are offered in various locations, so some travel may be necessary. A listing of the live courses and gatherings and locations for the current year can be found on the Gauden web site.

Advanced Standing
Many of our applicants may have prior experience with some components of the curriculum, and we want to respect and honor that previous experience. The College’s policy on advanced standing is to evaluate fairly and give appropriate credit for institutional requirements fulfilled outside the program while upholding Gauden’s standards of excellence and being equitable across the student population.

You may apply for advanced standing for the portion of the curriculum that you have previously completed. We can only accept graduates of these courses for advanced standing; incomplete study cannot be granted credit. If you own the course materials, you need not purchase them again. Please note that a grant of advanced standing for a course does not eliminate the requirement of the Reflection homework for that course.  This homework is part of your student academic record, and it contributes to the faculty’s ability to assess your progress within the learning goals of the Master of Divinity program. A non-refundable fee of $200 is required when submitting your application for advanced standing. This fee is used toward the costs of reviewing your prior experience in light of Gauden’s program and standards, and assessing your likelihood of success as an advanced placement student. Please refer to the Advanced Standing Application for more details.

Understanding the Master of Divinity Program
To assist you in understanding what the Master of Divinity program offers and whether it fits your personal goals for education and spiritual growth and service, please download and read more about the Master of Divinity curriculum in the Gauden University College Catalog before you send in your application.

Gauden Vision, Mission and Values

Gauden University offers a journey of light for growth and service dedicated to an evolutionary shift in consciousness. 

Our educational programs and heart-based community of learning encourage people around the world to reach their potential and serve their communities effectively, sustainably, and joyfully. 

Gauden University is a chartered light center of the Church of Tzaddi, a non-denominational church. Students may, but are not required to, pursue ordination as interfaith clergy. Please refer to www.gauden.org/index.php/tzaddi to review the list of Tzaddi beliefs, which form part of our institutional values and www.gauden.org/index.php/ethics to review the Gauden Code of Ethics, to which all students are asked to subscribe.

Admissions Requirements

· Completion of equivalent of U.S. Bachelor’s degree 
· Fluency in written and spoken English
· Submission of application and supportive materials online. If you need to submit supportive materials via mail or fax, please send them in one packet. Note: letters of recommendation should be sent by the recommender, not the student. Transcripts should be sent to Gauden by the verifying organization.
· Regular access to the internet and to long distance phone service
· Computer literacy: send/receive email, compose documents, navigate the Web
Criteria for Admissions

· Commitment to service and personal growth

· Academic and work experience

· Letters of reference

· Answers to essay questions

The Master of Divinity program involves instruction in attaining meditative states of higher consciousness, to help you in achieving greater understanding and flow. The techniques used include guided visualizations, energy awareness techniques, work on the subtle energy bodies, and verbal releasing and sharing.  Some of the self-examination, states of consciousness, and personal insights in this work can be very stimulating, exciting, or lead to emotional releases.  If you have a mental, physical, or emotional condition that would make participation unwise in the light of this knowledge, we advise you to reconsider participation.
Admissions Process

Note: To facilitate the application review process, please include your full name on everything submitted to the University.

1. Complete admissions application and return (via email, fax or mail) with the $75 application fee. 

2. Submit supporting documents (resume, essays, pictures, etc.) and ensure that letters of recommendation and transcripts are sent to Gauden. 

3. If applicable, complete and submit the Advanced Standing application along with the $200 advanced standing fee

4. The Admissions Committee will review your application once it is complete and will respond within 4-6 weeks. Please note: offers of admission are provisional until Gauden receives all necessary supporting documents. 

5. Upon acceptance, complete and sign enrollment agreement

6. Complete financial arrangements

7. Schedule and attend orientation calls

8. Order materials. Begin coursework 

Please use the following information for communicating with Gauden regarding your admissions application:

Gauden University

Attn: Admissions
PO Box 1020

Petaluma, CA 94953

Email: admissions@gauden.org

Telephone: 707.773.3799

Fax: 877.842.4283

Gauden University Master of Divinity Application Form

	1. Personal Data

	Legal First/Given Name                                                                    Middle Name



	Legal Last/Family Name                                                                   Jr., etc.



	Former Last Name



	Preferred Name 



	Permanent Street Address



	Mailing Address, if different



	Home Phone                                 Work Phone                            Cell Phone



	Email Address                               Website Address                    Fax Number



	Date of Birth                                                                                   Social Security Number



	Country of Citizenship                                                                    Male/Female



	Emergency contact                                                                         Relationship

Home Phone                                 Work Phone                              Cell Phone




2. Mentor Preference

While enrolled in the College, you will be working closely with a Mentor from the Gauden faculty. You may let us know the names of two Mentors with whom you would like to work. Although we will do our best to accommodate preferences, we cannot guarantee your placement with either of these two Mentors. For brief profiles of active Mentors, consult the Gauden University website. Students who do not request a Mentor or are unable to be matched with a Mentor of their choice, will be paired with a Mentor selected for them by the faculty. 

	First Mentor Choice



	Second Mentor Choice



	Have you worked with either of these Mentors before in any capacity?  If so please briefly describe the nature of your work together and how long you have known them.




3. Educational Background 

The Master of Divinity degree is a post-baccalaureate degree, and applicants are expected to have completed their bachelor’s degrees at a reputable college. Please attach a transcript of your bachelor’s program with this application.  If you have completed other degree or certificate programs please attach a copy of your diploma, certificate, or a transcript of the program.  Please attach additional pages, if you need more space. Transcripts should be sent by the institution directly to Gauden.

	Name of Institution
	Yrs Attended
	Location (city, state)
	Deg/Cert  Earned
	Cert Attached

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4. Employment History

Please attach additional pages if necessary or a current resume.

	Name of Company
	Title/Position
	Location (city, state)
	Dates mm/yy-mm/yy

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5. Essay Questions

Please answer all of the following questions and submit with your application:

a) Please relate your spiritual autobiography. What are the formative experiences that have shaped your spiritual worldview? (2-3 pages)

b) Where do you see yourself going in your practice, teaching and/or leading? What is your vision for your next stages of growth and spiritual service? How will your education at Gauden help you to fulfill these goals?  (1-2 pages)

c) What, if any, prior experience do you have with the core practices of the M. Div. curriculum: Flow Alignment and Connection (FAC); Physical, Atomic and Cellular Evolution (PACE); Awakening Your Light Body (AYLB) and Radiance: Self-Exciting? This could be beginning exploration to graduation with any of the above; there are no right or wrong answers. (1 page)

6. Letters of Reference 

As part of the admissions application, we request two letters of reference. These letters should include a description of how long this person has known you, the context in which this person knows you, what they perceive you would be able to contribute to the Gauden learning community, and how the Gauden Master of Divinity program would fit with your life path. Please list the names of two persons familiar with your academic and professional work who are providing letters of reference.  Have recommenders send letters to admissions@Gauden.org,   Fax: 877.842.4283    or   to Gauden University - Office of Admissions, PO Box 1020, Petaluma, CA 94953

	Reference #1 

Name: 

Mailing address: 

Telephone:                                               Email: 



	Reference #2

Name: 

Mailing address: 

Telephone:                                               Email: 




7. Additional Information

a) Have you ever been found responsible for a disciplinary violation at an educational institution you have attended from 9th grade (or the international equivalent)

forward, whether related to academic misconduct or behavioral misconduct, that resulted in your probation, suspension, removal, dismissal, or expulsion from the institution?

b) Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor, felony, or other crime? 
If you answered yes to either or both questions, please attach a separate sheet of paper that gives the approximate date of each incident, explains the circumstances, and outcome.

c) If there is anything else you would like the Admissions Committee to know about you, please attach or include it here.
8. Application Fees

Standard Application Fee:





  $75.00

Additional Advanced Standing Application Fee: 

$200.00

Amount total: 






$________ 

Paid by:     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Check made out to Gauden University  

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Paypal Payment to payments@gauden.org

       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Credit card payment  # _______________________  Exp date ____

9. Pictures

Please attach or send electronically two passport-type pictures taken within the last six months. 
10. Required Signature

I certify that all information submitted in the admission process, including the application, response to essay questions, and supporting materials, is my own work, factually true, and honestly presented. 

Signature:_________________________________________Date:________________
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