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Overview

The Master of Divinity program seeks to train skilled generators of higher spiritual energies and competent, compassionate world servers. Program components were created to work together synergistically in building awareness and skills development, and the overall curriculum is carefully designed to teach students to generate energies that support insight, creativity, wholeness, and spiritual awareness. Therefore, an important and necessary aspect of the program is experiencing the components in context. 

The program is crafted with a deep understanding of energy development and spiritual growth processes, so if you have no prior experience, you will be most successful if you start at the beginning and work through each Phase sequentially as laid out in the curriculum. Although some components of the curriculum are offered independent of Gauden University, we recommend that you use teachers affiliated with the Divinity program for maximum synergies and benefit. 

Many of our applicants may have prior experience with some components of the curriculum, and we want to respect and honor that previous experience. The College’s policy on advanced standing is to evaluate fairly and give appropriate credit for institutional requirements fulfilled outside the program while upholding Gauden’s standards of excellence and being equitable across the student population.

If you have completed any of the following components of the Master of Divinity program before applying for admission, we invite you to submit an application for advanced standing. Please note that credit can only be given for successful completion or graduation; partial work cannot be accepted. 

· Awakening Your Light Body:   


 

· Radiance: Self-Exciting 




· Radiance: Transmitting Light 



· Physical, Atomic, Cellular Evolution™ 


· Flow Alignment and Connection™ 


· FAC Practicum 





· Renewal seminar





· Fundamentals of Radiant Reflection 


· Multi-Perspective Radiant Reflection 


· Healer Counselor Ordination



If you feel strongly that you have other experience that is comparable to components of the curriculum in the Master of Divinity program, you may request advanced standing in those areas. However, we do not guarantee that advanced standing will be granted either partially or fully for that component. For example, an accomplished Vipassana meditator may propose some exemption based on prior experience. However, because daily silent meditation is critical to the unfolding process within the context of the program, some silent meditation requirements would remain even for very experienced meditators. 

Homework and Mentor Tutorials

Everyone is required to turn in written Reflection homework for all 30 Phases of the Master of Divinity program. A grant of advanced standing for a course does not eliminate the requirement of the Reflection homework for that course.  This homework is part of your student academic record, and it contributes to the faculty’s ability to assess your progress within the learning goals of the Master of Divinity program. As with the other Reflections, your Mentor faculty advisor will review your homework for any areas of advanced placement, and you will continue to have some tutorial time with your mentor for that component. 

If you are granted advanced standing, you may receive credit for up to a maximum of 15 Mentor tutorials (equivalent to 1 credit). However, receiving credit for advanced standing for a particular component may be contingent on doing additional tutorials, depending on the recommendations of the Admissions Committee after reviewing your Advanced Standing proposal.

Maximum Credit for Advanced Standing

The Master of Divinity Program curriculum is crafted with reference to the standards of the Association of Theological Schools and the Distance Education and Training Council.  It is a three-year program of 96 semester credits, equivalent to 16 credits per semester for 6 semesters. Under the guidelines of the Accrediting Commission of the Distance Education and Training Council, a maximum of 20% (19.2 credits) of the Master of Divinity Program can be completed via advanced standing.

Students that have verified completion of all the components eligible for advanced standing may be granted up to 16.9 credits plus 1 credit for Mentor tutorials, for a total of 17.9 credits. Even with exceptional circumstances regarding other program components, a maximum of 19 credits will be granted for advanced standing.

Costs and Credits

A non-refundable fee of $200 is required when submitting your application for advanced standing. This fee is used toward the costs of reviewing your prior experience in light of Gauden’s program and standards, and assessing your likelihood of success as an advanced placement student.

The costs of your tuition will be adjusted if you are granted advanced standing based on previous coursework. The method used to calculate monetary credit for advanced standing takes into consideration both the hour credits and costs associated with different components of the degree program. The hour credit granted varies based on hours of live class participation, independent study, required reviews and Mentor tutorials. The costs for each component vary widely, ranging from personalized, private one-on-one tutoring costs to clerical costs. 








Hour Credit
      $$ Credit
· Awakening Your Light Body:   

3.2 credits   

$385
 

· Radiance: Self-Exciting 


1.7 credits
           $565

· Radiance: Transmitting Light 

1.1 credits

$130

· Physical, Atomic, Cellular Evolution™ 
1.5 credits

$635

· Flow Alignment and Connection™ 
1.2 credits

$960

· FAC Practicum 



6.7 credits

$535

· Renewal seminar



0.5 credits

$600

· Fundamentals of Radiant Reflection 
0.4 credits

$480

· Multi-Perspective Radiant Reflection 
0.4 credits

$480

· Healer Counselor Ordination

0.2 credits

$240

TOTAL



         16.9 credits
         $5010

Tuition Credit

Tuition is assessed as a one-time fee, due at enrollment, but payable over time in installments. Tuition reduction allowances based on advanced standing placement are credited once all other fees to the University are paid.

For example, tuition for the entire 3-year Master of Divinity program is $29,700. Students may choose from several payment plans. If a student is on the semester payment plan then the $27,000 would be payable in 6 installments of $4,950 (plus a $25 accounting service fee for each installment). A student receiving $4,000 in advanced standing credits would pay the first 5 installments of $4,950 and $950 for the 6th installment (plus the $25 service fee for each installment). 

Materials Credit

If you already own the course materials, you need not purchase them again. Therefore the total savings to students receiving advanced standing may be substantially higher than listed above. However, since course materials are purchased by students independently, students will not receive any tuition credits for them. 

Documentation

For each program component for which you are proposing advanced standing, please submit all of the following:

1. The name, date(s), and location of the course

2. The instructor’s name, mailing address, phone, and email address

3. The instructor’s lineage/background in the training to be an instructor of that course

4. The number of hours spent in the classroom and the number of hours, if any, spent in assignments for the course outside the classroom 

5. A certificate of completion/graduation from the course or a letter from the instructor verifying your successful completion of the course and satisfactory understanding of the material

6. If possible, a copy of a transcript, catalog, flyer, syllabus, or course outline on which the course was based
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